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M. Martin after giving briefly the method of preparing the antitoxine 
and the technique of its injections, presents certain facts in regard to its em¬ 
ployment It probably does not act injuriously upon the kidneys; but, on 
the other hand, it appears to protect them against the diphtheria poison; 
while in two-thirds of the cases of benign diphtheritic angina albumin was 
found; in the same anginas treated by antitoxine it did not occur in more than 
one-half of the cases. As for local treatment, it is not necessary to employ 
it when the antitoxine is used. Inasmuch as corrosive mercuric chloride de¬ 
stroys the diphtheritic poison, it may, perchance, destroy the antitoxine, and 
thus the bad results with local treatment may be accounted for. Boux has 
used equal parts of menthol and powdered camphor, which liquefy on mix¬ 
ing, and so are easily prepared for application. However, no local applica¬ 
tions are excluded save those which interfere with the action of the antitox¬ 
ine, of which corrosive mercuric chloride is mentioned above, and phenol is 
the second .—Lc Progres Mldxcal, 1894, No. 42, p. 249. 

The Treatment of Pneumonia. 

Dr. D. J. Leech believes that the statistics of pneumonia do not prove 
the value of any one treatment. Excessive bleeding and excessive doses of 
antimony lead often to increased mortality. The great value oi a purely 
expectant treatment has not been found, though there is reason to think that 
under certain conditions the natural mortality of pneumonia is, for a time, 
extremely small. The employment of cold in many cases seems to be bene¬ 
ficial, and there is certainly good evidence that it has not the evil influence 
which has by many been feared from its use. It is probably that veratrum 
possesses considerable value in the treatment of some forms at least of pneu¬ 
monia. We cannot at present accept Petresco’s rosy views of the general 
value of digitalis, yet we may conclude that, under certain conditions, its ex¬ 
hibition in larger ones is desirable; and that such doses do not have the lethal 
effect in pneumonia which our knowledge of the effects of the drug under 
other circumstances has led us to fear. A consideration of statistics teaches 
us that there is not any single remedy for pneumonia, and renders it proba¬ 
ble that remedies very opposite in character may, under different conditions, 
do good.. We may surely hope that with the aid of increased knowledge as 
to the effects of remedies, which exact observation must give us, the time will 
come when we shall not have to report a hospital death-rate from this disease 
of one in 3.2 to 3.9 in those over fifteen years of age .—The Medical Chronicle, 
1894, No. l,p. 12. 


- Calcium Chloride in Pneumonia. 

Mb. D. M. Moir is convinced that this drug when given in full doses has 
the effect of reducing temperature, and of keeping it reduced, in certain in¬ 
flammatory diseases of the lungs. Crombie has shown that in lobar pneu¬ 
monia (1) calcium chloride reduces the temperature and keeps it within safe 
or normal limits in spite of the continuance of the physical signs; (2) that 
there is a tendency for the morbid process to be arrested at whatever stage 
the drug is given in efficient doses, and that the course of the disease is thus 
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shortened or rendered milder; (3) that there is a singular freedom from all 
anxiety, distress, and danger, a freedom not usually associated with continu¬ 
ous high temperatnres; (4) and that there is a corresponding reduction in 
mortality. Two cases are reported. The amount of the drug used is from 
sixty to ninety grains per diem, dissolved in water, in from ten to fifteen grain 
doses .—The Practitioner , 1894, No. 317, p. 343. 


I’u i,monaUY Tuberculosis Cured be Potassium Cantharidinate. 

Dott. Gennaro Petteruti reports two cases in which a complete cure re¬ 
sulted, and a third which showed a notable improvement in nutrition and in 
general condition, so that for two years he believes himself cured, and reports 
for observation only at special request. The changes in nutrition, appetite, and 
urinary findings are those which have been described. As for the bacilli, the 
number found in the expectoration increases during the first fortnight of 
treatment, that is after the first seven or eight injections, and then returns to 
the quantity previously found. On the discharge of the patient from the 
hospital still a small number are found. The solution which is used is com¬ 
posed of cantharidine, 2; potassium hydrate, 4; dissolved over a sand-bath, 
with water at 200° F.. and diluted with warm water to 10,000. The commencing 
dose is seven drops. Besides the patients received for five to ten minutes, three 
times daily, an atomization of sodium benzoate in four per cent, solution, and 
two teaspoonfuls thrice daily during meals of guaiacol in cod-liver oil, in the 
proportion of one to eighty. As this mixture becomes well borne the amount 
of guaiacol is gradually increased to five times the original amount. To the 
suggestion that the sodium benzoate and guaiacol may have contributed both 
results, the answer is made that these remedies given alone are ineffectual. 

The results obtained in these cases have persisted for three yearn._ 11 Pali- 

clinico, 1894, No. 22, p. 501. 

The Value op Repeatedly Washing Out the Stomach at Short 
Intervals in Cases op Opium or Morphine Poisoning. 

Mb. L. P. Hamburger cites the case of a Chinaman who had taken 
the estimated quantity of 150 grains of opium at 10 a.m. At 5.30 p M the 
stomach was repeatedly washed out until there was reason to believe that 
there was there no longer any opium. A second lavage was made at 8 p.u. 
and a third at 11.30 P.M., a quarter of an hour before his death. The second' 
washing came oat colorless, although it gave fine alkaloidal reactions, but did 
not rrapond to the test formercuriclacid; the third, also colorless, gave good 
reactions.. The first washing removed the ingested but unabsorbed opium, but 
the alkaloids found in the others could only have been detected through their 
excretion by the gastric mucous membrane. Repeated washings/then to 
remove the alkaloids as fast as they are eliminated by the gastric mucous 
membrane must certainly be a life-saving process, whether the poison has 
been taken by the mouth or hypodermatically .—Bidlelmof the Johns HopHne 
Hospital, 1894, No. 42, p. 94. 



